Autonomy Facilitators Speak Out
Learner Development SIG Forum, JALT 2006
Room 12, 12:40-14:15, Saturday, 4 November 2006

This year's Learner Development Forum will focus upon the teacher's journey towards
autonomy. Teachers will reflect upon their personal experiences and share their application of
principles that promote autonomy in our classrooms and in our professional lives. As part of the
forum, teachers in a graduate program at Teacher's College at Columbia University, Tokyo
Campus will present samples of curricula they designed and implemented to foster learner
autonomy in a wide range of teaching contexts. The facilitators thank Nanci Graves and
LD-SIG Coordinators Stacey Vye and Martha Robertson for their guidance, help, and

support!

PROGRAMME TIME (Tot. 85 min)
1. Welcome by Nanci Graves 5
2. Presenter Introductions 5
3. Presenting Time 45
4. Small Group Discussions 15
5. Feedback Session 15

There are eight concurrent presentations for your enjoyment:

>

Kaoru Aoki of Urawa Nishi Senior High School investigates teacher and
student beliefs on language learning. Do they share the same beliefs? In what
ways are they different?

Kazufumi Endo of Shizuoka Prefectural High School reports on facilitating
learner autonomy in a voluntary exploratory journal writing project.

Keiko Kawazu of the Asian Development Bank and Soka Matsubara
Community Center presents a "story board" project with an original story and
drawing by her students. The subtext is: 1) autonomy (independent learning);
and 2) Cooperative learning. Keiko is assisted by Masako Kakehi.

Barry Keith of Gunma University presents on an “experiment” to introduce
autonomous learning practices in required university courses. Student
motivation was positively affected as they took more control over their
learning.

Yoko Munezane of the University of Electro-Communications explores
student autonomy in large classes from the perspective of motivation and
identity: positive effects of encouraging learners to take active part in
making decisions about their learning.

Koichi Nishimoto of Kyoei-Gakuen High School introduces some strategies
for vocabulary building that foster student autonomy. Taking a few minutes
at the beginning of each lesson, teachers get students interested in
vocabulary-building.

Yoshie Ochi of St. Catalina Girls’ High School looks at Intensive Reading (IR)
through interpreting training methods and Extensive Reading (ER) during
‘Asadoku’, or morning reading time. The integration of ER and IR to raise
students’ motivation and improve their communicative English ability is
demonstrated through a mini-workshop.

Janell Pekkain of Sundai College of Foreign Languages gives an overview of
a volunteer fundraising activity and cultural exchange festival at a junior
college in Tokyo aimed to enhance campus community, raise global awareness,



and encourage student autonomy.
Small Group Discussions

What surprised me today?
What moved me or touched me today?

What inspired me today?

Three questions R.N. Remen (M.D.) asks in her continuing education physicians’
course ("The Heart of Learning: Spirituality in Education”, p. 44)

Please take a few minutes to reflect on today’s presentations: please talk with

those around you and discuss your answers to the above questions. Feel free to
write your ideas below.

Feedback Session

Feel free to add any comments to the discussion!
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